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@haritha_26 

Haritha giving a scientific pitch at the FBDD-DU conference 

The FBDD-DU is a conference held at the Monash 
Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences (MIPS) in Monash 
University that gathers the fragment-based drug 
discovery community, biennially.   
 
This year’s FBDD-DU conference kick started with a 
plenary talk by Dr Ben Davis (Vernalis Research, 
Cambridge, UK) who shared many stories on using 
NMR for FBLD and was one of my favourite speakers. 
Some other notable speakers include A/Prof 
Charlene Kahler (University of Western Australia), Dr 
Jon Wollenhaupt (Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin, 
Germany) and Olga Ilyichova (Monash University, 
Melbourne, Australia).  

There were many highlights from the conference. 
Firstly the PhD student talks were all so interesting 
and insightful. All students presented really well and 
inspired me to consider presenting at the next FBDD 
conference.  At the conference we got to attend a 
student event outside of the conference. The 
organisers had planned an escape room experience, 
which was super fun because being locked in a room 
full of strangers not only gave me an adrenaline rush 
but was a great icebreaker and opportunity to 
network and connect with peers from other 
university. I even gained a few twitter followers! What 
more can I ask for from a conference? 

Haritha Krishna Sudhakar 
PhD Student (She/Her) 
School of Chemistry | Lau group 
University of Sydney 

HARITHA KRISHNA 
SUDHAKAR 

At the FBDD-DU conference I had the opportunity to 
present a poster about my research. Each poster 
presenter was asked to give a ‘3-minute thesis’-like 
pitch on our research. I gave my first ever public talk 
at this conference and was very nervous, but it 
turned out to be a great opportunity to introduce 
myself and my work to the community. Hearing 
complements from speakers who came to chat 
during the poster session was a nice pat-on-the-back 
moment and a confidence boost to discuss science.   

Overall, attending the FBDD-DU was a great learning 
experience with many take away lessons that can be applied 
to my work in the future. After the conclusion of the 
conference on Friday afternoon, a post-doc and I embarked 
on our own FBDD-DU aka Fossil Based Dinosaur Discovery 
Down Under to the Melbourne Museum to catch a glimpse 
of Horridus the Triceratops who is the most complete real 
dinosaur in the Southern Hemisphere! 

Triceratops Horridus  at the 
Melbourne Museum 

“I gave my first ever public talk at 

this conference and was very 

nervous, but it turned out to be a 

great opportunity to introduce 

myself and my work to the 

community. “ 

https://mobile.twitter.com/haritha_26
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OMC2022 was the first conference I had ever attended 
and I presented a poster on my Honours work, titled 
‘Peptide-drug conjugates as a novel approach to 
antimalarial therapeutics”’ I was very nervous in the lead
-up to the poster session as this was my first poster 
presentation and there were many academics in 
attendance. I really enjoyed the experience and it was a 
great opportunity to discuss my work with various 
people who were genuinely interested in my results. It 
was also a great networking opportunity and I used it as 
a chance to meet people from various universities. 
 
I left the conference a day early as I had a trip to New 
Zealand, which was organised as a post-honours 
celebration. By the time I landed in Auckland 
(coincidentally also the last day of the conference) I 
received messages from my supervisor and lab 
members showing me that I have won a poster prize. It 
was unexpected and I am very grateful to have won this 
poster prize as everyone had really high quality posters. 
Winning the prize was a great way to finish my Honour’s 
year!  

“The plenary presentation by L.C. Campeau from Merck 
was an amazing talk.” says Caitlin. She comments that 
Campeau was “a very engaging public speaker and it was 
also very interesting to hear about some of the drug 
development Merck has been doing in the peptide 
space.” “The scale that Merck carries out their reactions 
and the speed that they can explore synthetic routes was 
amazing to hear about.” 

Caitlin Gare 
PhD Student (She/Her) 

Research School of Chemistry | Malins Group 
The Australian National University 

@CaitlinGare 

CAITLIN 
GARE 

At Wollongong, Caitlin recalls a funny unexpected 
moment. She says that “after dinner one night we ran 
into some other conference attendees at a random pub 
in Wollongong and then even more conference 
attendees came until we had taken over a lot of the area. 
It was a great excuse to get to know people from other 
universities outside of the conference.” 

We asked Caitlin whether attending the conference 
contributed to her decision in doing a higher degree of 
research. She says that “I was already set in my decision 
to do a PhD by the time I attended the conference. I loved 
my Honours year in the group. Having had a really fun 
time at the conference and also being successful in the 
poster session gave me confidence that doing a PhD was 
the right decision. 

Caitlin at the OMC2022 

At the conference Caitlin had a lot of great 
conversations with academics, industry fellows, and IP 
lawyers during the poster session. The topic of 
discussion regarded around the diverse career 
pathways people have taken. She comments that 
“given I was still in Honours they had some great 
advice and it was exciting to hear about all the job 
possibilities post-PhD.” 
 
Finally a word of wisdom to all Honours and 
undergraduate research students, Caitlin wants you to 
know to “Just enjoy the conference experience!”. “I was 
nervous to present my first poster but everyone was 
lovely and were curious to ask questions, not to test 
your knowledge. The posters are a chance to share 
your passion for your project with new people!” 

“I loved my Honours year in the 
group. Having had a really fun time 

at the conference and also being 
successful in the poster session gave 
me confidence that doing a PhD was 

the right decision.” 

“...it was exciting to hear about all 

the job possibilities post-PhD.” 

https://twitter.com/CaitlinGare
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At the Gold Coast Lara and a couple of ANU students visited 

the local cat café to enjoy a cup of coffee while playing with 

some cats. 

Flynn Attard 
PhD Student (He/Him) 

Research School of Chemistry | Malins Group 
The Australian National University 

@flynn_attard flynn-attard 

FLYNN 
ATTARD 

At OMC2022 I presented a poster in the joint Medicinal 
Chemistry and Chemical Biology (MCCB) and Organic 
Chemistry session. I enjoyed presenting some of the 
work I completed in my Honours year at the poster 
session, which also provided a good platform for 
feedback on the science. 
 
I was looking forward to the poster session, not just so I 
could present my own work, but to see what some of 
other students had been working on. This is the first 
conference I have attended and as an Honours student  
it was a bit intimidating with almost everyone else 
further along in their academic research. But, once the 
session started it was an excellent experience! 

A highlight at the conference was hearing from the 
invited plenary speakers who all gave an astounding talk 
on their respective sciences. Flynn highlights some of his 
memorable speakers, including “Prof. Vy Dong (UC 
Irvine) presented an interesting ‘choose your own 
adventure’ talk that allowed for audience participation to 
decide which one-of-three topics from her research 
group to present.” and “Prof. Ryan Shenvi (Scripps 
Research) gave a fascinating talk on molecular 
complexity. Another speaker to highlight is Prof. Craig 
Williams (UQ) who gave the 2021 Birch Medal Lecture 
and reflected on his fascinating science history 
throughout his whole career.” 

As an Honours student at his first conference we were 
curious how Flynn reflected on the events of the meeting. 
He says that “being the first and only conference I have 
attended it is hard for me to fault anything! I think that the 
conference organisers did a fantastic job making up for 
two-years of missed conferences due to the Covid-19 
restrictions. There was definitely an action-packed 
schedule across the whole conference to make sure 
nothing was missed out.” 

We asked Flynn whether attending the conference 
contributed to his decision in doing a higher degree of 
research. “Absolutely! after attending the conference I 
realised that continuing research in chemistry is the 
science I would like to pursue further. I cannot see myself 
stuck behind a desk or working in any other field of 
sciences. Having had the opportunity at OMC2022 to 
connect with the wider chemistry community helped 
cement the idea that undertaking a PhD was for me.” 

A word of wisdom to all Honours and undergraduate 
research students, Flynn says “don't get stressed about 
not knowing anyone or feeling like you're out of your 
depth with some of the academics. A conference is the 
perfect place to break out of the bubble from your 
research group or university and to make new 
connections, so just get out there and have fun!” 

“...after attending the conference I 

realised that continuing research in 

chemistry is the science I would like 

to pursue further.” 

Flynn at the OMC2022 

https://twitter.com/flynn_attard
linkedin.com/in/flynn-attard
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LANI  
DAVIES 

Crystal34 marks the 34th biennial meeting of the society 
of crystallographers in Australia and New Zealand 
(SCANZ). At the conference Lani presented a poster based 
on her honours work titled “Fragment-based drug design 
for inhibitors of Heparanase”, and had the great 
opportunity to win her first poster prize at the meeting 
too. 

@Lani_D1 

Lani Davies 
PhD Student (She/Her) 

Research School of Chemistry | Nitsche Group 
The Australian National University 

Lani at La Trobe University in Bendigo, Victoria. 

At the conference dinner Lani had the chance to speak 
with Allison Edwards, an instrument scientist working on 
the neutron beam at the Australian Nuclear Science and 
Technology Organisation (ANSTO). Lani highlights that 
their meeting together had left her with some wonderful 
career advice and was told some of the interesting work 
that is happening at ANSTO. Lani also highlights her 
meeting with Emeritus Professor Richard Welberry, 
who educated at the Research School of Chemistry at 
ANU, known to combine diffuse X-ray scattering methods 
with computer simulation to deduce the arrangement of 
atoms in a disordered crystal.  Emeritus Prof. Welberry 
was awarded the Lawrence Bragg medal at the meeting, 
and Lani comments that “he was wonderful to speak 
with, and had told me many stories about what life and 
research was like at the old Research School of 
Chemistry.” 

At Crystal34 Lani recollects one of the most interesting 
presentations from the plenary speaker, Professor 
Elspeth Garman (University of Oxford), who presented 
the 1987 lecture. “Professor Garman presented her work 
on the Garman effect, which is the radiation damage that 
protein crystals receive when exposed to X-rays. She was 
amazing to listen to as she is an absolute pioneer in 
protein crystallography. Prof. Garman sprinkled 
anecdotes throughout her presentation about how she 
used to make her own crystal loops from her newborns’ 
baby hair, and that the newspaper once misquoted her 
and wrote an article where she referred to electron 
density as sausages.” 

https://twitter.com/Lani_D1
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