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“You should make the most 
of the opportunities that 

conferences provide to meet 
like-minded individuals and 
to grow your networks, as 

you never know where these 
connections might lead.” 

The RACI 2022 National Congress in Brisbane felt like a 
true celebration of chemistry in Australia. With just over 
1,000 people, there was an enormous variety of exciting 
chemistry, and I found myself bumping into old 
acquaintances at every turn. Catching up, both socially 
and scientifically, was a highlight of the event. It was 
likewise thrilling to present a recent story from my 
research laboratory at the ANU on electrochemical 
peptide synthesis in a joint Organic Chemistry and 
Medicinal Chemistry & Chemical Biology session (MCCB).  
 
During the meeting, I recalled attending a prior National 
Congress in Adelaide at the very end of my PhD in 2014. I 
remembered being inspired by the exceptional calibre of 
the plenary and keynote speakers. It was at this event 
nearly 8 years ago that I had the opportunity to hear my 
eventual postdoctoral supervisor, Professor Phil Baran, 
deliver an engaging plenary talk. Having now attended 
another National Congress at a later stage in my career, I 
can confidently say that this time around, I felt no less 
star-struck by the quality of speakers! Perhaps the 
biggest difference was that attending as a (slightly) older 
version of myself, I felt much more empowered to ask 
questions after talks and to introduce myself to 
presenters I hadn’t yet met. Taking these steps as a 
student seemed incredibly daunting, but now I know that 
other attendees are almost always happy to engage and 
to talk science. So my advice for all students attending 
meetings is: don’t be shy! You should make the most of 
the opportunities that conferences provide to meet like-
minded individuals and to grow your networks, as you 
never know where these connections might lead. 

The week prior to the National Congress, I was also 
fortunate to attend a fantastic meeting on Heron Island, 
co-organised by Curt Wentrup and Craig Williams. This 
meeting focused on Reactive Intermediates and Unusual 
Molecules and was attended by about 50 academics. In 
this setting, I was fortunate to meet several of the 
international speakers attending the RACI National 
Congress, including Organic Division keynote speakers, 
Professor Huw Davies and Professor Peter Schreiner, 
along with plenary speaker, Professor Varinder 
Aggarwal.  
 
I bonded with Varinder over our shared love of running 
and was pleased to spend my final morning in Brisbane, 
post-conference, along the shores of South Bank tackling 
one of Australia’s biggest parkruns. It was a great way to 
conclude an energising week of science! 

“The RACI 2022 National 

Congress in Brisbane felt 

like a true celebration of 

chemistry in Australia.” 

A/Prof. Lara Malins 
Centre Investigator 

Research School of Chemistry 
The Australian National University 

@Malins_Lab 

malinslab.com 

A/Prof LARA 
MALINS 

Ibis sighting in  
Brisbane with Lara 

https://twitter.com/malins_lab?lang=en
https://malinslab.com/
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Lara (left) and Varinder Aggarwal (right) wrapping up the RACI 

2022 National Congress by attending the Southbank parkrun 

at Brisbane. 

Photo from Lara Malins 
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Dr CHRISTOPH 
NITSCHE 

Photo from Twitter @sa_poulson 

Dr Christoph Nitsche 
Associate Investigator 
Research School of Chemistry 
The Australian National University 

@NitscheLab 

nitschelab.com 

For future attendees, I would recommend exploring the 
diverse range of symposia at the congress, as it were the 
seminars out of my field that inspired potential research 
ideas. The congress had lined up fantastic international 
keynote speakers. Two inspiring talks I will always 
remember were given by Prof. Peter Schreiner and Prof. 
Varinder Aggarwal. 
 
This year, I had the honour to present a seminar during 
the opening session of the Medicinal Chemistry & 
Chemical Biology (MCCB) Symposium. It was a particularly 
memorable session, as it honoured the work of Dr Brad 
Sleebs, who received the Peter Andrews Award for 
Innovation in Medicinal Chemistry. It was also great to see 
so many enthusiastic students and postdoctoral 
researchers presenting posters of outstanding quality, 
with over 100 posters from the MCCB division alone. I was 
of course proud that my PhD student Sven 
Ullrich received one of the poster awards of the MCCB 
symposium for his work on bicyclic peptides. 

Christoph and the panel of speakers after the first MCCB session  

The RACI National Congress was the first of many larger 
meetings I have attended since the beginning of the 
pandemic. It felt great to be back among more than 
1000 Australian and international chemists.  
 
The national congress is always filled with great science 
and a wide array of network opportunities. It was at this 
congress where I was able to reconnect with old friends 
in person for the first time since almost three years, and 
kicked off some exciting collaborations with other 
chemists in Australia. The RACI Centenary Congress in 
Melbourne (2017) is where I gave my first presentation 
at a large conference.  

https://twitter.com/sa_poulsen
https://twitter.com/nitschelab
https://nitschelab.com/
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Marcus presented a flash poster presentation in the 
Medicinal Chemistry and Chemical Biology (MCCB) 
symposium, which involved presenting a one-minute 
talk on the importance of his research, then 
presenting a poster in the MCCB poster session. 
Marcus says that “the talk was a little nerve wracking 
as the one-minute time limit was very strict and you 
needed a well-rehearsed 
pitch, which I kept changing 
right up to the last minute.” 
The one-minute talk went by 
so quickly that Marcus says 
he did not remember how 
he performed. It was 
definitely an excellent talk 
as Marcus was awarded a 
prize for his presentation. 
Congratulations Marcus 
 
During the Congress Marcus found the poster 
sessions to be a major highlight of the event, “they 
really allow you to chat to up-and-coming 
researchers, and discuss their work in a less formal 
way. It is also during poster sessions that you get to 
see projects that aren’t published yet and meet young 
researchers and academics from all over the 
country!” 

The RACI 2022 National Congress was packed with a 
variety of academic, industrial, and educational chemistry 
speakers. We asked Marcus what symposiums he 
explored during the congress. He says that he “attended 
the MCCB symposium, supramolecular chemistry, 
inorganic chemistry, and a couple of talks from analytical 

chemistry, organic chemistry, 
and chemical education. I 
tried to make the most of the 
diversity of topics at the 
conference, and my research 
(fluorescent sensors in 
chemical biology) sits at the 
interface at a lot of these 
disciplines, so I went to a few 
different sessions that 
interested me. It was great to 
learn about the breadth of 

chemistry research in Australia and for me, it’s interesting 
to see how fluorescence is exploited in many different 
areas to achieve different project aims (like in polymers 
for example, which is not really my area!) 

 
Reflecting on his experience 
at the National Congress, 
Marcus recommends that if 
you have the opportunity to 
attend, go for it! “and try to 
present something. It’s 
always a  good experience, 
and everyone is happy to 
listen and provide advice you 
may not have thought of yet!” 

Marcus (pictured) after receiving an award for his 

presentation in the MCCB one-minute flash-poster talk. 

Photo from Twitter @newgroupchem 

“It was great to learn about the 
breadth of chemistry research in 

Australia and for me, it’s 
interesting to see how 

fluorescence is exploited in many 
different areas [of research].” 

Photo from Twitter @newgroupchem 

The New Group at the RACI 2022 National Congress 

@marc8tom 

Dr Marcus Graziotto 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 

School of Chemistry 
The University of Sydney 

Dr MARCUS  
GRAZIOTTO 

https://twitter.com/newgroupchem
https://twitter.com/newgroupchem
https://twitter.com/marc8tom
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I represented the ANU at the National Congress, 
presenting a research poster in the Medicinal Chemistry 
& Chemical Biology poster session. I attended a handful 
of the MCCB seminars but spent most of my time  
running to-and-fro between the Analytical & 
Environmental Chemistry, Chemical Education (personal 
favourite), Physical and Computational Chemistry 
Education, and Industrial Chemistry programs. Along 
with the speaker sessions, I must say that the RACI 
Catalyst Avenue presentations (sponsored by CSIRO) 
was one of my biggest highlights of the event. Although 
the RACI Catalyst Avenue presentations were brief it 
was very insightful and informative for students and 
early career chemists. Major takeaways from the 
Catalyst Avenue were to sell your authentic self in an 
interview, “Network! Network! Network!”, be ready to 
learn and adapt in your career, and to develop inter– 
and intrapersonal skills through leadership and 
volunteering.  
 
I thoroughly enjoyed going around the MCCB poster 
session to see the range of chemistries and their 
applications, discussing the chemical syntheses, and 
getting to know the presenters over a drink. I must 
admit, due to the size of the MCCB poster sessions 
(about 100 posters to be viewed) I could not stop myself 
hovering around other posters, chit-chatting with 
students, and getting the full experience. 

From the 615 speakers, I had a few favourite 
presenters that I would see myself wanting to learn 
more from after the congress. This includes plenary 
speakers Prof. Varinder Aggarwal (University of 
Bristol) and Prof. Carl Weimann (Stanford 
University), who delivered a captivating seminar on 
assembly line synthesis of hydrocarbon-backbone 
natural products using a lithiation-borylation 
methodology, and taking a scientific approach to 
science education, respectively. 
 
Dr Varsha Thombare (University of Melbourne) on 
the synthesis and structure function studies of 
bicyclic peptides, Dr Kylie Agew-Francis (The 
University of Queensland) on the synthesis of amino 
acid bioisosteres – squaramides, Dr Laura 
McKemmish and Dr Shannon Maisey (University of 
New South Wales) on their insightful seminars in the 
advancement of chemical literacy for first-year 
students, Dr Benjamin Long (Federation University 
Australia) on The Bush Medicine Project, and Dr 
Susan Northfield (University of Melbourne) on the 
synthesis of neurologically-active peptide mimetics. It 
was great to hear Susan speak on her group’s 
research, after meeting her at the Australian peptide 
conference earlier this May at the Gold Coast.  

The event was a great time for many of us to 
reconnect with old friends, and to build our career 
networks. Funnily enough the National Congress was 
the first time that the RACI ACT branch committee 
met in person since it’s revitalisation in early 2022.  
 
Given the enormous effort to plan and organise the 
RACI 2022 National Congress (occurring every five 
years), I was very fortunate and grateful to have 
attended the meeting in person. Going to a congress 
with a broad theme of chemistry was extremely 
different to attending past conferences. For future 
PhD students, I would recommend attending with an 
open mind, be ready to learn things outside of your 
academic research, take the opportunity to meet new 
people and build your network! Attending the 
National Congress could not have happened without 
the financial support from the RACI Postgraduate 
Student Travel Award (2022). 

The RACI 2022 National Congress was the biggest 
chemistry meeting I have ever attended. According to 
the official congress website, there were 1,148 
attendees, and a total of 615 speakers throughout 17 
different program topics.  
The volume of academic presentations, chemical 
industries and technology representatives were very 
overwhelming, but having the option to sample 
different flavours of chemistry throughout the congress 
was an exciting experience. 

@junming_he junminghe 

Junming He 
PhD Student (He/Him) 

Research School of Chemistry 
The Australian National University 

JUNMING 

HE 

Although not explicitly a highlight of the 
conference, I took the opportunity at Brisbane to 
reconnect with one of my primary school friends 
from New Zealand, where we decided to visit the 
notorious Karen’s diner, which I’ve only heard 
about on social media. The night ended with good 
laughs, good food, and a visit to the summit of Mt 
Coot-tha botanic gardens before my colleague, 
Sven Ullrich, and I jumped into the eventful week 
ahead.  

https://twitter.com/junming_he
https://www.linkedin.com/in/junminghe/
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The “RACI Catalyst Avenue presentations (sponsored by CSIRO) was one of my biggest 

highlights of the event. Although the RACI Catalyst Avenue presentations were brief it was 

very insightful and informative for students and early career chemists. “ - Junming He 
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