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TRISTAN 
TYLER 

Tristan Tyler 
PhD Student (He/Him) 

Institute for Molecular Bioscience 
The University of Queensland 

@tristanjtyler 

At Sitges Tristan along with his friends and colleagues 
represented CIPPS and UQ at the 36th European Peptide 
Symposium. He had the wonderful opportunity to 
present his PhD work at the Young Investigators Mini-
Symposium (YIMS) where he showcased work on 
‘enhancing asparaginyl endopeptidase (AEP) peptide and 
protein labelling’. He comments that “during my YIMS talk 
it was a bit nerve-racking, but I thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and would jump at the opportunity to do so 
again.” 

Tristan recalls his time at the conference highlighting the 
great networking opportunities that he experienced, 
commenting that “one of the biggest perks of attending 
the EPS was the incredible networking opportunities 
available, which allowed me to meet a wide range of 
people from various disciplines of peptide and protein 
science. In particular, the YIMS networking mixers offered 
a unique opportunity for students to converse with more 
experienced academics and professors in a casual 
setting. I also strongly recommend attending informal 
events to mix and mingle. We had so much fun at the 
impromptu karaoke and late-night club dance sessions 
that many people attended.” 

International travelling can be quite stressful for many 
students and academics, especially following the covid-
19 pandemic. Tristan felt the same way expressing that 
“although it can be daunting to attend an international 
event, I found the conference to be an invaluable 
experience. In addition to the incredible scientific 
presentations, I was able to meet students and 
researchers from a variety of different backgrounds, 
cultures, and disciplines that allowed me to expand my 
network and engage in scientific discussion. I would 
strongly recommend attending an international 
conference if you have the opportunity and time 
during your PhD program.” 

“I was able to meet students and 

researchers from a variety of 

different backgrounds, cultures, 

and disciplines that allowed me 

to expand my network and 

engage in scientific discussion.” 

A snapshot of the UQ CIPPS group during their free time at Sitges 

https://twitter.com/TristanJTyler
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Joshua Hammond 
PhD Student (He/Him) 
Research School of Chemistry 
The Australian National University  

JOSHUA 
HAMMOND 

@TheHammondBeast 

Now that I am coming to the end of my PhD, it has been 
really wonderful that the world has finally opened up to 
allow us to travel and attend events overseas!  
 
Being able to attend the 36th European Peptide 
Conference and the 12th International Peptide Conference 
in such a stunning location will definitely be something I 
remember for years to come. I was fortunate to have 
travelled with my supervisor Assoc. Prof. Lara Malins, and 
fellow PhD candidates Junming He, Karen Milewska and 
Sven Ullrich where we were able to enjoy the Spanish 
weather and the wonderful beaches of the Mediterranean, 
as well as sample local cuisine such as Patatas Bravas (ask 
me more about these!).  

In addition to the excellent talks, there was also ample 
opportunity for networking. I was able to attend a 
mixer event for young researchers, where more senior 
researchers shared their experiences and advice with 
us, provide a forum to get to know more people, and 
make many new friends.  
 
The poster sessions were excellent, with over 400 
posters being presented that showcased some really 
cool chemistry research being conducted all over the 
world. I was also thrilled to be one of the recipients of a 
poster prize, which was a great honour! 
 
To everyone who is wondering if it is worth heading 
overseas to attend a conference I can 100 % 
recommend it. It is an experience that you will not 
forget and the opportunity to meet new people and to 
interact with some of the most prominent figures in 
peptide chemistry is fantastic. Put yourself out there, 
meet new people and you never know what kind of 
doors might open for you! 

Of course, the main event was the conference itself. Lara 
gave a wonderful talk wearing an incredibly designed 
electro(CAT)mistry T-shirt (by Junming, and co-produced by 
Karen and Izzy). The conference continued to impress me 
with wonderful talks from all over the world. I particularly 
enjoyed the presentations by Dame Prof. Margaret 
Brimble (The University of Auckland), Prof. William Lubell 
(Université De Montréal) and Prof. Norbert Sewald 
(Bielefeld University). The keynote address was given by 
Prof. Hiroaki Suga (The University of Tokyo) who delivered 
a stunning lecture of the RaPID system in the context of 
pseudo-natural products. I was able to have a short chat 
about his talk afterwards during the break as well.  

Lara in her custom-made electro(CAT)mistry T-shirt 
speaking about electrifying peptide chemistry at the EPS 

https://twitter.com/thehammondbeast
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Yan  
Zhou 

Yan Zhou 
PhD Student (She/Her) 

Institute for Molecular Bioscience 
The University of Queensland 

@Taromilkypearls 

At the 36th EPS, Yan presented a poser on ‘chemo-
enzymatic approach to produce a cyclic analog of the 
analgesic drug MVIIA (ziconotide)’. She was very excited 
about the conference and happy to be discussing her 
research with academics, PhDs, and postdocs from around 
the world. 
 
Yan highlights that she thoroughly enjoyed the networking 
event at the EPS. “I enjoyed the Dr. Bert and Dr. Elizabeth 
Schram Mixer Evening by the Pool, which was a networking 
event for young investigators. That night we were divided 
into multiple groups where we shared research and career 
plans by playing games. Many senior investigators were also 
present and shared their career experiences and stories.” 
Yan believes that the young investigators event was well 
organised, and that some games helped opened the floor 
for conversation and networking. 
 
For students who wish to attend future international 
conferences Yan comments that “it will be ideal to go 
through all the research abstracts in advance so that you 
can understand and ask questions more deeply during the 
sessions. Also, get plenty of sleep, because of the time 
difference between Australia and Europe.” 

UQ 

https://twitter.com/Taromilkypearls
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Photo from Twitter @Mariahount 

Back row — from left to right:  

David Eagles, Dr Quentin Kass, Dr Grégoire Philippe, Dr Ferran Nadal-Bufi, Max Bedding, 

Sven Ullrich, Junming He,  

 

Front row — from left to right:  

Tristan Tyler, Kimberley Biggs, Karen Milewska, Joshua Hammond,  Dr Yen-Hua Crystal 

Huang, A/Prof Lara Malins,  

CIPPS representatives at the  
European Peptide Symposium 

https://twitter.com/Mariahount
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From left to right:  

Dr Ved Srivastava*, Dr Annie Kan, Prof David Craik, Maria Hountondji, Angus Mackay,  

Joshua Maxwell, Katriona Harrison, Daniela Rojas Azofeifa, Abhishek Bajpai. 

 

Additionally Pictured: 

Prof Glenn King, Yan Zhou 

*Past president of the American Peptide Society 
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Kat Harrison 
PhD Student (She/Her) 
School of Chemistry 
University of Sydney 

At the conference I presented a poster on the 
‘Development of Antiviral Cyclic Peptides 
Targeting the Main Protease of SARS-CoV-2’, 
which allowed me to share my research with 
both PhD students and academics. One of my 
personal highlights from the EPS was the 
Mediterranean dinner which took place on the 
final night of the conference. This provided me 
with an opportunity to meet fellow collaborators 
whilst enjoying some local Spanish cuisine. I also 
enjoyed chatting to the other PhD students and 
learning about their research through their 
poster presentations. 
 
Throughout the conference, the speakers did an 
exceptional job of sharing their most recent and 
exciting research. Some of my favourite talks 
were presented by Professor Glenn King (The 
University of Queensland), Professor Markus 
Muttenthaler (The University of Queensland), 
Professor Hiroaki Suga (The University of 
Tokyo), and Professor Tom Muir (Princeton 
University). These talks really opened my eyes to 
the breadth and depth of peptide science 
occurring around the globe and the importance 
of cross-institutional collaborations.  

KAT 
HARRISON 

Photo from Twitter @PayneResearch 
 

“One of my personal highlights from the EPS was the Mediterranean dinner which took 
place on the final night of the conference. This provided me with an opportunity to meet 

fellow collaborators whilst enjoying some local Spanish cuisine” 
- Kat Harrison 

https://twitter.com/payneresearch?lang=en
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Photos from Twitter @PayneResearch 

USyd 

SITGES 

BARCELONA 

https://twitter.com/payneresearch?lang=en
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CIPPS CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 36th EUROPEAN PEPTIDE 

SYMPOSIUM & 12th INTERNATIONAL PEPTIDE SYMPOSIUM 

E comms@cipps.org.au  W cipps.org.au   
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