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The CIPPS 1st annual conference offered a unique insight to how conferences 
can be fun, inclusive, and interactive for PhD students, while underlining the 
sciences that are performed by the centre’s researchers. I can vividly recall 
many highlights from this meeting, including the idea to reward students 
when they ask questions during each seminar, splitting the poster sessions 
into two streams, and randomly assigning seats at the conference dinner. I 
was fortunate to have interviewed Dr Nisha Duggan and Dr Richard Kim for 
their perspectives and to peek behind the scenes of how the conference was 
organized. I hope everyone have enjoyed all issues of the CIPPS Conference 
Highlights of 2022. It was a pleasure to read and write about every student, 
CI, and AI’s perspective. Everyone’s experience is different and special, and 
deserves to be heard. If you would like to be in future issues please contact us 
at comms@cipps.org.au 
 
 

Junming He, PhD Student (ANU) 
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Dr NISHA 
DUGGAN 

Dr Nisha Duggan 
Communications and Engagement  

Officer (She/Her) 
The University of Sydney 

About Nisha: 
 
I did my undergraduate degree at Monash University 
in Melbourne and then moved to Sydney to complete 
my PhD in chemistry with Professor Richard Payne at 
The University of Sydney. Throughout my degree I 
found my passion for science communication and am 
now pursuing this as a career. Outside of science, my 
interests include playing Aussie-rules footy for 
Sydney Uni where I usually play centre-half forward. I 
also love live music and have taken singing lessons in 
the past, but now only perform in the shower. 

“We wanted to make sure everyone 
had a chance to visit all the posters 

and speak to as many different 
people as possible.” 

@nishaduggan 

nishaduggan 

The idea to award students and early careers researchers 
for asking questions during a seminar was unique. This was 
definitely a first in many conferences. Nisha comments that 
“Kate (Jolliffe) and Rich (Payne) really wanted to encourage 
students and ECRs to engage with the talks and stimulate 
scientific discussions! This worked out well and we were 
pleased to see so many people asking questions”.  
 
Poster sessions have always involved students and ECRs 
standing by their posters for one to two hours without the 
opportunity to view and talk with other poster presenters. 
However, this was changed for the CIPPS 1st annual 
conference. Nisha says that “In the past I’ve found it 
disappointing when presenting a poster and being unable 
to look around the other posters. We wanted to make sure 
everyone had a chance to visit all the posters and speak to 
as many different people as possible.” The two-split steam 
system made it possible for many people to present their 
science and hear about other sciences. And it would be 
great for future conferences to adopt this format. 

Nisha highlights that one of her favourite moments from 
the conference was the pre-dinner drinks. “I loved the pre-
dinner drinks on the Quadrangle lawns before the dinner. It 
was great to see so many people mingling in such a 
beautiful setting.” and Richard comments that “I loved the 
really positive energy across all of the sessions, breaks, and 
yes the pre-dinner drinks too.  Unlike a number of other 
conferences I’ve been to, I didn’t notice any significant 
attendance dips in the afternoon sessions, or in the early 
morning plenaries.  I also loved that we had close to 85% 
attendance from the ~180 members in CIPPS Connect.” 

“Stay connected with the people you met at the 
conference and reach out to them when you can for 
collaboration. Chat to me if you’re interested in 
science communication and want to get involved!” 

Dr Nisha Duggan 

https://twitter.com/nishaduggan?lang=en
https://au.linkedin.com/in/nishaduggan


 4 

The conference dinner was held in the McLaurin Hall of the 
Quadrangle. Aside from the delicious meal, students, ECRs 
and CIs had to opportunity to mix-and-mingle as seating 
was randomly assigned by picking a number before 
entering the hall. This idea was fun and made it possible 
for people to meet new people over dinner. Richard 
comments that “I’m an out-and-out extrovert and still 
sometimes find it daunting at conferences or functions to 
know who to sit next to.  We wanted to generate as much 
mingling and cross-nodal exchange as possible without it 
feeling contrived or orchestrated (which can sometimes 
happen with a formal seating plan).  Annie (Kan) and I had 
each been to different functions where you pulled a 
number out of a fishbowl, and we thought this could work 
well for CIPPS if we also held a spare seat for each of the 
CIs to choose where they wanted to sit based upon the 
emerging random table compositions.  It’s great to hear 
favourable comments, and we’ve taken feedback on board 
and will tweak it a bit for future conferences. 

There are always some challenges on board when 
organizing a grand conference from catering to booking 
room venues, or getting the mic to work. In this 
conference Richard states that “the most challenging 
thing is aligning the various expectations and ensuring 
that the program achieves the overarching objectives.  I 
think we struck a pretty good balance but there’s always 
opportunity for learnings.  We’ve had a debrief of the 
professional team which has been really constructive, 
and we hope to get lots of candid feedback from the 
post-conference survey to feed into future planning.” 

Dr RICHARD 
KIM 

Dr Richard Kim 
Chief Operating Officer (He/Him) 
The University of Queensland 

Richard-Kim 

About Richard: 
 
My background is in information systems (decision 
support/business intelligence/data mining).  I did my 
undergraduate at UQ and worked in industry, 
including five years at a start-up in Cambridge in St 
Johns’ tech incubator, and then returned to Australia 
to manage UQ’s Data Warehouse (full time) while 
doing my PhD part time (8 ½ years!).  I’ve subsequently 
worked in UQ’s Research Office and have been the 
Chief Operating Officer for CIPPS for the past couple 
of years. 
 
My outside work interests are quite varied.  My wife 
and I have previously danced competitively with a 
highpoint being Queensland Latin Champions for our 
grade until COVID put that on hold, but have now 
taken up golf and we go hiking when we can.  I play 
guitar and sing, mostly in Glenn King’s Venom’s Lab 
band, and build my own valve-based guitar amps.  I’m 
also a tragic dog-dad with way too many photos of 
sneaky side adventures with our 2-year old Border 
Collie Tilly. 

Tilly 

In reflection about the conference there are always tiny 
things to change and include, and it’s challenging to fit 
everything into a short conference. Nisha understands 
that “it would be great to have some more student-
focused events and sessions!”. And “it’s always a 
challenge to fit everything into a short conference, but I 
think it would be good to have a little bit more 
unstructured free time and optional social mixers” says 
Richard. 

At the conference there were many small wins that Nisha 
and Richard saw. “I was really happy to see so many of our 
associate investigators and their students participating in 
the conference! I also enjoyed seeing students from 
different institutions catching up during the breaks and 
meal times”. “Ditto to Nisha’s comment” says Richard, “I 
was also pumped with how engaged Sir Greg Winter was 
in the program listening to all of the talks, asking questions, 
and providing feedback.  We’re working to get more of our 
International Advisory Board members over in future as 
well as our overseas partner investigators and partner 
organization representatives.” 

“[At the conference dinner] We wanted 
to generate as much mingling and cross-

nodal exchange as possible without it 
feeling contrived or orchestrated .” 

“I strongly encourage you all to actively participate 
in CIPPS as it’s bigger than any one lab or 
institution.  Not only will it deliver far more than 
what you put in, your engagement creates a 
virtuous circle.  The networks and collaborations 
that you form at this stage will carry forward 
throughout your careers, whether in research, 
industry, or other directions.”  

Dr Richard Kim 

richard-kim-96b3a3206
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